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DEFINITION OF TERMS

ESWATINI                         The Kingdom of Eswatini (formerly known as 

                                          Swaziland)

EMASWATI           
     The people of Eswatini

SIYINQABA                       We are a fortress united in our commitment to  

                                          peace and development

ANGINASITSA      
     I have no enemy

PHEZU’KWEMKHONO     Participation and involvement of 

                                          Women in national development

TINKHUNDLA                   System of Governance of Eswatini

EMABANDLA                    Various National Councils

SIBAYA                             Convention of the nation at the National Cattle 

                                          Byre to deliberate on matters of national interest 

                                          only when summoned by the Head of State.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

The Kingdom of Eswatini has a rich history of unique circumstances that have defined the socio-political and economic character of the country. A few, among many, of the characteristics that explain the fabric of Eswatini society are the following;
1. Monarchical Democracy
2. Dual mandate of governance in two (2) power centres (Lobamba- Traditional Executive Monarchs and Mbabane- Modern Government with proper separation of powers) 
3. Largely mono-ethnic country

4. Strong cultural identity
5. Strong African identity 

6. Peaceful and hospitable nature of the people
7. Belief in collective accountability 
These unique attributes have made it imperative for the country to create awareness of the exceptional nature of emaSwati in the eyes of regional and international audiences. The country has the ability to make a substantial contribution to the advancement of tolerance and the enhancement of mutual interest in different agenda persuasions, thus putting the best foot forward towards global peace and stability.

Indeed, the nation of emaSwati is a mysterious one, as expounded in the national motto “SIYINQABA”. This motto means that the Kingdom is unique, will carve its own ways and means of life, pursue a sovereign path of governance, protect territorial integrity and, most importantly, find its place in the global community. The Kingdom remains committed to the principles of the United Nations Charter, and especially to the value of equality as a starting point for global engagement on all agendas.

The global nature of cooperation and the pursuit of a common destiny has made highly desirable the creation of regional economic communities and the resultant political integration, enabling countries to work to a unified agenda. This is more so because Africa, in general, and Southern Africa in particular, have come from a sordid history of deprivation, deepened by colonial subjugation, which prompted the founders of our nations to come together and embrace the African proverb: “If you want to go fast, go alone, but if you want to go further, go together.”
Eswatini is a staunch believer in collective harmony and decision-making, and is thus an integral part of the Southern African Development Community and the African Union, primarily to advance the value of collective responsibility for the betterment of life for the citizens of Africa. This is done with the conscious understanding that while the country attaches the highest degree of importance to the interest of emaSwati, it is also deeply committed to the objectives and strategies of its regional and continental partners.  

Policy objectives
1. To protect, maintain and preserve the sovereignty of the Kingdom of Eswatini.
2. To protect, maintain and preserve the territorial integrity of the Kingdom of Eswatini through the protection of borders and sanction safe, orderly and regular migration.
3. To recover and restore the territorial integrity of the Kingdom

4. To ensure the economic prosperity of emaSwati by the year 2022 through various international interventions, guided by His Majesty King Mswati III.
5. To advance the cultural identity and image of the nation.
6. To promote Monarchial Democracy as a practical and acceptable form of good governance.  

7. To promote multilateralism through dialogue and inter-governmental consultation at regional, continental and global levels. 
8. To seek commonalities with other countries of similar identity, and to advance within the international system a specific agenda or interests that are unique to those groupings.
9. To promote peace, security and prosperity.
Guiding Principles

1. Eswatini’s Foreign Policy is based on the following principles:
2. The inviolability of the sovereignty of the Kingdom of Eswatini.
3. The inviolability of the territorial integrity of the Kingdom of Eswatini.
4. The promotion of equality amongst the nations of the world as enshrined within the Charter of the United Nations.
5. The importance and advancement of regional collectivity.
6. The promotion of peace, dialogue, consultation and collective responsibility among the nations of the world.
7. The promotion of international law and a rules based international system. 

Philosophy

The Foreign Policy of the Kingdom of Eswatini is rooted in the over-riding desire and commitment to non-interference in the political affairs of other nations. It is also the belief of this nation to cultivate good neighbourliness and peaceful coexistence with other nations through the policy, “Anginasitsa” (I have no enemy), a true depiction of what diplomacy is about.
The Foreign Policy of Eswatini is also guided by the pervasive spirit of emaSwati, amplified by the Constitution of the Kingdom, the folklore of the nation, and the legend of amiability. This is further compounded by the following;
1. Patriotism 

2. Bill of rights

3. Equality of justice

4. Women empowerment (Phezu’kwemkhono), inspired by the Queen Mother Indlovukazi
5. Equitable distribution of resources
6. SIYINQABA (in the preservation of the unity and inimitability of emaSwati)

Sources of the Foreign Policy of Eswatini  

The Foreign Policy of Eswatini emanates from a number of written national and international instruments, development doctrines, culture and traditions and also various legal notices amongst other documents of national importance, listed as follows: 

1. The Constitution of the Kingdom of Eswatini

2. Short and Long Term National Development Strategies

3. The Kingdom of Eswatini Vision 2022

4. The Kingdom of Eswatini Economic Recovery Strategy and others

5. SADC Treaty

6. Constitutive Act of the AU
7. Charter of the UN
8. Vienna Conventions on Diplomatic Relations of 1961 

9. Vienna Convention on Consular Relations of 1963
10. BANDUNG Outcome Document 
CHAPTER TWO

PILLARS OF THE KINGDOM OF ESWATINI’S FOREIGN POLICY

The Foreign Policy of the Kingdom of Eswatini is based on mutually reinforcing pillars that include, but are not limited to:   

1. Peace
2. Culture

3. Economy
4. Environmental integrity 

Peace 

Peace and security are the most recognizable prerequisites for sustainable development and economic longevity and prosperity, not only for the local or national environment, but also at continental and global levels.  At the core of this outlook is the policy of “Anginasitsa” (I have no enemy), which is deeply rooted in the principle of good neighbourliness and peaceful co- existence for countries in the immediate neighbourhood and beyond. This is inspired by the national spirit of emaSwati to commit to peaceful dialogue, as the first option in addressing subversive and competing interests, and to prevent the emergence of full-blown conflict.

1. The aims of the Peace Pillar are the following:   

2. Promotion of peaceful dialogue at national level

3. Promotion of peaceful dialogue at international level

4. Promotion of early warning mechanisms 
5. Peaceful resolution of conflicts and disputes
6. Participation and enhancement of capacity for regional, continental and global cooperation on sustainable development

7. The support of peaceful efforts through monetary contributions, personnel, troops and experts in conflict areas
The Kingdom of Eswatini remains committed to the prevention of conflict and the maintenance of peace in the immediate environment and beyond, through SADC, AU, UN and its subsidiary entities, and more specifically to the promotion of disarmament, denuclearization, and the promotion of peaceful use of outer space, as well as the prohibition of use of chemical weapons. 
Culture

The Kingdom of Eswatini is a beacon of cultural values and traditions. It remains one of a few countries with strong customs and traditions, defining the very fabric of the people, espoused in various local and national activities performed or practiced in a unified and implicit social contract. 

The Kingdom of Eswatini and the prevailing social contract of emaSwati is over 400 years old, thus accentuating the consistency of the country’s cultural heritage as a homogenous and largely mono-lingual nation, in an unbroken and resolute fashion. However, this fact does not ignore the occasional incorporation of other minority ethnicities who are quickly assimilated in the linguistic, customary and traditional ways of emaSwati. The uniqueness of the situation creates the imperative to beam a light and bring to the world the cultural riches of Eswatini, thus catalyzing economic development in areas such as tourism growth, and subsequently the accumulation of foreign exchange. 
The aims of promoting Eswatini culture are as follows:
1. To create awareness of and respect for Eswatini’s cultural heritage, prominence and pre-eminence by emaSwati to the people of the world. 
2. To promote culture as a means of bridging gaps and to create an understanding among emaSwati and international citizens.
3. To promote arts and culture to encourage the spirit of collaboration and common destiny locally and abroad.
4. To promote the siSwati language as an essential part of the primary identity of emaSwati, and to preserve it for posterity.  

5. To promote the Tinkhundla system of governance that is rooted in the culture and traditions of emaSwati.
The culture and traditions of Eswatini are the backbone and anchor of the nation. To a large extent, they are Eswatini’s best export to the world as a means of demystifying misconceptions, encouraging cultural exchanges and also embracing cultural diversity. This will help bring Eswatini to the world stage as an example of the African identity, synonymous with a nation built on the strongest of values and a sense of exclusive belonging to a system of governance designed for the local conditions. 
Economy
The Kingdom of Eswatini has a small economy with a modest store of natural resources. This background necessitates economic thinkers of the nation to create robust strategies and progressive initiatives to counteract this shortcoming. In this way, the Government of Eswatini seeks:
1. To promote Foreign Direct Investment into the Kingdom through the Eswatini Investment Promotion Authority.
2. To harness manufacturing industries to encourage local investment for an export-oriented economy.
3. To promote the Kingdom as a tourism destination.
4. To promote ICT investment at the Royal Eswatini Science and Technology Park, through incubation businesses.
5. To promote Empowerment of rural women businesses through various micro-lending sources.
6. To promote Exploration and investment in mining.
7. To promote Use of renewable energy sources, e.g. solar energy.
8. To promote investment in, and development of, the Strategic Oil Reserve and Refinery in Phuzamoya, Big Bend.
9. To promote development of dam infrastructure to improve efficient water retention and use.
10. To participate in, and promote the SADC RISDP to strengthen regional integration and cohesion. 

11. To harness and promote equitable sharing of resources in SACU.
12. To promote the Eswatini Economic Recovery Strategy through the establishment of Special Economic Zones (SEZs), mainly in the Lubombo region.
13. To promote the signing of fair trade and equitable bilateral, regional and multilateral trade agreements. This is done through the active participation of the Kingdom in regional, continental and multilateral settings, namely SADC, AU (Continental Free Trade Area), the EU through EPAs, the WTO and others.
Environmental integrity
The Government of Eswatini aims to ensure the sustainability of the environment as a necessary precondition for a progressive political, economic and social agenda. The Kingdom strives to be compliant with all appropriate national and international environmental standards and policies.
The Kingdom of Eswatini remains committed to the medium of UNFCCC from its genesis in the Earth Summit in Brazil (1992), and more especially to intensify national initiatives in the following: 

1. Policy and development of relevant legislation.
2. Coordination, research and training to share best practices in climate change.
3. Environmental monitoring and management of the local climatic trends.
4. Sensitization of the population through environmental awareness.
5. Setting of the best environmental standards locally and internationally.
6. Establishment of a National Early Warning System on hazardous climatic conditions, and the sharing of best practices with regional, continental and global interlocutors with like-minded initiatives. 
7. Promotion of sustainable agriculture to prevent erosion and environmental degradation.
8. Encouragement of sustainable use and protection of flora and fauna.
9. Prioritization of the UN Global Sustainable Agenda.
The Kingdom of Eswatini is critically aware of the urgency to confront the impact of nascent environmental challenges including climatic deviations, ozone layer degradation, pollution, depletion of natural resources, all of which are exacerbated by the demands exerted by mankind. 
CHAPTER THREE

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FOREIGN POLICY OF ESWATINI
Execution Strategies

The Foreign Policy of the Kingdom of Eswatini recognizes the synergies of collaborative alliances across a wide spectrum of international avenues in the immediate, regional and global contexts. This awareness demands the forging of effective methods and ways to promote cohesion between socio-political and economic agendas in the global community. The policy sets out to strengthen bilateral relations, inter-regional cooperation and multilateral engagements for the Kingdom of Eswatini. 

Bilateral Relations

In pursuit of the Kingdom’s Foreign Policy aims, the country is steadily establishing bilateral ties through: trade and economic arrangements, exchanges in culture and traditions, judicial interventions (e.g. extradition), and sharing best practices in many areas of mutual cooperation. All countries recognized under the United Nations are given equal opportunity to forge mutual relations with the Kingdom. However, Eswatini is cognizant of the fact that the establishment of bilateral relations requires substantial financial resources and therefore, is always leaning towards the immediate and intermediate neighborhood for deep economic, cultural and political relations.
The execution of bilateral cooperation with foreign countries beyond the continent forms a critical component of Eswatini’s Foreign Policy Agenda, which encourages economic development and other spheres of the polity. In fostering bilateral diplomacy, Eswatini continues to establish diplomatic missions, commensurate with the availability of the resources. For the most part, bilateral relations with other countries are pursued on a non-residential basis, particularly for countries which are geographically not in close proximity. 
The Foreign Policy of Eswatini makes a strong emphasis and reference to the principled belief of “Anginasitsa” (I have no enemy), as a strong foundation to champion a non-discriminatory standing, according to the dictates of the UN Charter which is a lodestar for the principle of equality for all nations. 
Regional and Inter-regional Integration

First and foremost, Eswatini regards relations with the immediate neighbouring countries as a leader in conducting statecraft. Therefore, the importance of neighbouring states, individually or collectively, can never be under-estimated, bearing in mind the deep synergy in a socio-political and economic perspective. The interconnection of culture and the intricate web of family networks amongst neighbours have made the situation more compelling, thus necessitating the launching of joint and collective programmes and projects for the benefit of regional citizens. Not only does regional interconnection focus on this intergration, but it also goes beyond social considerations to package regional bargaining power in other forums outside the regional setting. Tourism, transportation networks, infrastructural developments, trade facilitation and other economic imperatives make it all the more reason to be on an equal footing with immediate neighbours and gradually negotiated in a devolving to the global community.  
These and other factors form a critical mass of forces to bring countries together and negotiate a plausible regime for cooperation in various aspects or disciplines.
The Kingdom of Eswatini is a member of a number of regional organizations, namely:

1. SACU
2. SADC
3. COMESA

4. AU

Southern African Customs Union (SACU)

Being the oldest Customs Union in the world, having been established in 1910, SACU has a membership of five (5) countries namely: the Kingdom of Eswatini, the Republic of South Africa, the Kingdom of Lesotho, the Republic of Botswana and the Republic of Namibia. Eswatini regards membership of this organization as a significant milestone in the advancement of its Foreign Policy, since SACU is an instrument or primary economic vehicle for the member countries. This customs union is guided by the vision of a shared destiny and a common future. The mobilization of financial resources and allocation thereof, contributes to greater fiscal prudence and ensuring that expenditure addresses the needs of citizens.   
Southern African Development Community (SADC)
SADC is the foremost organization through which Eswatini seeks to achieve its Foreign Policy objectives regionally. With a broader mandate, SADC provides a wider platform for the country to exercise its diplomatic muscle in matters of paramount importance, including, but not limited to: cohesion of infrastructure (e.g. regional infrastructure), tourism cooperation, education, mining, trade facilitation, agriculture, peace and security.  SADC has a dual mandate to deal with integration initiatives and the maintenance of peace and security in the region, and therefore, Eswatini has a voice on how the development of the region evolves, having assisted in negotiating and putting in place twenty seven (27) binding protocols. The decision-making structure and procedure of SADC has made it possible for the membership to garner consensus on many aspects of cooperation, providing an equal opportunity for all member states to have significant input. The Kingdom of Eswatini shall have a continuous and unwavering devotion to the SADC family and its ideals, principally because it has been, and continues to be, the initial avenue to interface with immediate neighbouring states.

The Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA)
The Kingdom of Eswatini is a founding member of COMESA (then Preferential Trade Area-PTA) and His Majesty King Mswati III was the founding Chairman of the organization in 1994. This signifies the conviction, role and commitment of the Kingdom in realizing the aspirations of the organization and, by extension, the citizens of countries spanning two important regions of the African continent – Eastern and Southern Africa. COMESA is the heartbeat of the Foreign Policy of Eswatini, in the strategic capture of good economic policy and implementation that responds to the needs of this wide-ranging market for Eswatini exports, which also provides a fertile zone for foreign direct investment into the Kingdom. True to its nature, COMESA is forging partnerships with other like-minded organizations (EAC and SADC) within the African continent to actualize a tripartite free trade area, feeding into the Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA). This serves to create movement towards an Africa that is unified in purpose and destiny. This is the hallmark of Eswatini’s belief for inter-regional cooperation.
The African Union (AU)

Eswatini’s commitment to the African Union is unwavering, first to the Constitutive Act which merges the bonds of socio-political and economic camaraderie within African partnership. In retrospect, the Organization of African Unity (OAU) was formed under the mandate of Pan Africanism and the agitation for a free Africa, liberated from the chains of colonial bondage and economic totalitarianism, and from forces that lacked the conviction to bring the continent into comparable development with other regions of the world. Eswatini was part of the movement to reconsider and redesign the new mandate of the African continent, hence the birth of the AU.

The Kingdom will stand behind all efforts to have the AU adhere to forward looking reforms in order to make the organization more relevant in its objectives and to the citizens of Africa. The institutions, agencies, mandates and other organizational tools should be seen to be responding positively to Agenda 2063, succinctly capturing African aspirations and the search for incremental prosperity. In the same vein, it is the resolve of Eswatini to support the strategic interest of the continent vis-a-vis other like-minded continental organizations that seek to commence and maintain partnership with Africa.  
The United Nations (UN)

The UN is by far the most important organization for the advancement of Eswatini’s Foreign Policy objectives globally. Annually, His Majesty’s Government undertakes a substantial journey to share with the world what Eswatini has done and what it seeks to do to align with the larger United Nations agenda, more especially on the state of implementation on programmes and projects. This underscores the determination and tenacity of the country to be in step with the rest of the world, achieving the best standards in a cross section of human sustainability, environmental integrity and the overall wellness of the universe.
The Charter of the United Nations is a symbol of hope for all countries large and small, and presents equity and predictability in the international system. The Kingdom of Eswatini attaches great importance to the Charter since it affirms the inviolability of sovereignty and gives legitimacy to territorial integrity and self-determination. The UN contains the appropriate networks for systematic engagement with regard to the promotion of international peace and security, good governance, sustainable development, trade, migration, amongst other forces of human bargaining. The Kingdom will always supplement and augment the work of the United Nations, its organs and specialized agencies to transform the lives of global citizens, approaching this through the domestic programmes of national interest. 
Key Institutions of Implementation

The Kingdom of Eswatini will have different institutions acting in common purpose to champion the Foreign Policy, which are namely;

1. The Monarch
2. The Executive (Prime Minister’s Office)
3. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, and Embassies/ Missions abroad 

4. Ministries and Parastatal Organizations
5. The Legislature (Parliament)
6. The Regional Administration

7. Local governments (Municipalities and Town Councils)

8. Chiefdoms (Constituency Councils) 
9. The Sibaya Forum (People’s Parliament)
10. Emabandla ( Various National Councils)

The above institutions are intrinsically Swati in character and functional demonstration and, thus, the best medium to drive the country forward, while sustaining its good reputation among nations across the world. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The crafting of the Foreign Policy of the Kingdom of Eswatini proved necessary as a means of defining and describing the country’s interests in the global competitive environment. The document is influenced by objectives, guiding principles, philosophy and numerous sources that were consulted to develop this document. The Foreign Policy is an essential tool to bring forth clarity and awareness of the Kingdom’s uniqueness and special identity to local, regional and international audiences in an ever changing world. 

The Foreign Policy of the Kingdom of Eswatini consists of four pillars namely; Peace; Culture; Economy and Environmental integrity. It also provides the best strategies of implementation covering bilateral relations, regional and inter-regional integration and also global presence of the country through various local and international institutions.
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