SPEECH BY THE HON. MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS AND TRANSPORT IN WELCOMING THE NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SWAZILAND CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY (SWACAA) ON WEDNESDAY, 09 NOVEMBER 2016

Mr Chairman,

New Directors on the Board of the Swaziland Civil Aviation Authority (SWACAA),

Mr Principal Secretary, Ministry of Public Works and Transport, 

Mr Director General of SWACAA,

Management team of SWACAA present,

Members of the News Media present, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an honour for me to welcome the new Directors on the Board of the Swaziland Civil Aviation Authority. Appointment of a new Board is a process within Government and I am glad today to witness the results thereof. Now that the Board is in place we are back in business for the next three years. 

Whilst welcoming you as the new Board, I take this opportunity to thank the outgoing Board for its performance and generally for a job well done. The last SWACAA Board was appointed in December 2009 when the Civil Aviation Authority Act No. 10 came into force. The Government being satisfied with the Board’s performance decided to grant a further term of three years including several additional months. It is with deep regret that I recall the passing away of the original Chairman during the course of the second term. However, I would like to express our appreciation to Mr Bonginkosi Magagula who was able to step into the shoes of the late Mr Richard Dlamini.

For your information, SWACAA is one of the Ministry’s parastatals that was established on the 7th December 2009 through the Civil Aviation Act, as already indicated. The day had been deliberately selected to coincide with the day when the Convention on International Civil Aviation was signed at Chicago in 1944 (the Chicago Convention). Through this Convention the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) was established. There are nineteen (19) Annexes to the Convention each enumerating the Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs) of ICAO specific to the individual topic or subject being addressed. Swaziland became a member of ICAO in 1973. SWACAA is committed to ensuring compliance with the ICAO SARPs.
SWACAA was established as a result of the ICAO Universal Safety Oversight Audit of 2007 having identified a significant number of critical deficiencies in the regulation and operation of civil aviation services in Swaziland. It led to the enactment of Act No. 10. The responsibility of SWACAA as enshrined in the Act is to regulate the civil aviation industry in Swaziland and to operate the two airports, namely the Matsapha and the KM III International Airports. In regulating the industry, the key objectives are to:

· Promote safe, secure, regular and efficient air transport services to, from and within Swaziland;

· Meet and to the extent possible, exceed the Standards and Recommended practices prescribed by ICAO in the Annexes to the Chicago Convention; and

· Maintain a qualified, cost sensitive and motivated workforce.

Mr Solomon Dube, the Director General, is unfortunately away attending the Plenary Session of the African Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC) in Gaborone, Botswana. However, the Acting Director General and some of the managers are here with us. They will arrange to organise for the necessary formalities to enable you to settle in with the least discomfort.
Meanwhile please be informed that there will hopefully be two additional members joining the Board in due course. 

May I wish you all the best in leading this important Government entity to even greater heights. May God bless you.
Thank you.
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