Speech by the Acting Minister for Public Works & Transport Honourable Jabulile Mashwama – Minister of Natural Resources & energy, at the launch of Joint Operations between Swaziland & South Africa
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May I take this opportunity to welcome our counterparts in road safety from the Republic of South Africa to our wonderful Kingdom of Swaziland. It gives me great pleasure to stand before you today, as we continuously strive to make the roads we utilize safer for all of us as we go about our daily lives. It is gratifying to know that we are all gathered here on a common purpose ………and that is ultimately to save lives of every motorist, cyclist, pedestrian and passenger through information dissemination. 

Ladies and gentlemen, you will be cognisant of the resolution taken by the Swaziland, South Africa, Botswana, and Namibia MVA funds at the CEO’s Forum held in June this year in South Africa, to promote impervious road safety initiatives amongst these nations.

One such a campaign is the one we are here to launch today; that of cross-border collaboration amongst the custodians of road safety best practises in our respective countries. 

We are aware that governments are responsible for the construction and development of road networks at national level, although the safety of all individuals utilizing these roads lies not in the government of the day, but the end user using the road at that very particular time. 

It is therefore of vital importance that we constantly provide knowledge and understanding of these causes and consequences of road accidents to road users; and the effects they have on economies and families; whilst also conveying meticulous information and strategies that can help curb unbecoming road behaviour. 

Unroadworthy vehicles are one of the most common causes of road accidents in the country and the dilemma is escalated by the rising cost of motor vehicle repairs. Vehicle owners who identify minor glitches with their cars do not give the necessary attention, allowing the faults to exacerbate until they eventually cause an accident.

A significant amount of vehicles that are considered unroadworthy are buses and taxis, which make them even more dangerous as they carry many passengers at a time. These vehicles are often used to transport school children and the elderly, and if their unroadworthiness is not monitored over time, they become tatty, until they cause an accident occurs, resulting in the death of minors and passengers.
As you all know, last month the country hosted the SADC Summit, where visiting Heads of State and Council of Ministers deliberated on identifying new approaches to enhance our region, and I am delighted with the cooperation exemplified by Sincephetelo MVA Fund and the Rad Accident Fund together with the stakeholders in promoting road safety.

The potential benefits of such mutual relationships include wider geographical reach or access to new beneficiary groups; financial savings and better use of existing resources; knowledge, good practice and information sharing; sharing the risk in new and untested projects; better coordination of organizations activities and providing a united voice, stronger, amongst others; of which I urge other sister organizations in the region emulate. 

May I also thank the Royal Swaziland Police Service, the Emergency Medical Services, the media and the Cross Border Road Transport Agency for their support in furtherance of our objectives, as we believe that we will far exceed our reach in terms of disseminating information in proper road safety conduct. 

 I have been made aware that the joint operation will start along our MR3 Highway for the next two days, before the teams proceed across Ngwenya border post to the neighbouring Mpumalanga Province.
I trust that you will dilently execute this operation with the efficiency and urgency it deserves whilst providing a pleasant experience for all the motorists we may come across in this operation and we hope we shall achieve effectiveness we require even as we gear ourselves towards vision 2022, in being amongst developed countries around the globe.

Lastly, may I thank all those who have made preparations to make this day a success. As subscribers to the United Nations Decade of Action for Road Safety, where the ultimate goal is; to halt/halve or reverse the increasing trend in road safety fatalities around the world, may I officially declare the launch of the joint operations officially open.

I thank you
